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PRIMECONCERN

THE GANGA
BY VIBHA SHARMA

In spite of crores
bemg spenton -
action plans; the
Ganga and Yamuna
waters are anything
but pristine.
Maintaining the
basic flowand
involving ground
players could be the

first step in infusing

fresh life into the
polluted rivers..

Publication: The Times Of India Delhi:Date: Jan 20, 2013;Section: Front Page;Page: 3;
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Deﬁlmg the holy river

ga flows clean for the biggest

religious congregation in the

world. The question is why is it only on

occasions like Kumbh that the focus shifts
on the Yamuna and Ganga?

Sangam makes up for about 60 per cent

HE Mahakumbh has returned
to Allahabad and preparations
have been on to ensure the Gan-

- of the Yamuna waters, though people
.. around Delhi may find this hard to believe -

since they have seen the river flow like a

" sewer. The relatively “pure” waters of the

‘Yamuna at Sangam are not a result of any
engineering feat; nature was “al.lowed"
heal the river along the way.

The Yamuna covers 170 km in Uttarak-
hand, passing through the elevated valley
of Dehra Dun, cutting through the Shiva-
lik hills to enter the plains of Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh. Ton and Asan in Uttarak-
hand and Kamal and Giri in Himachal are
its main tributaries and the waters are
pure, as watenna.n}. Rajendra Singh says,
people of the hills know how to respect
their rivers. It’s when the river reaches
the Hathinikund barrage and enters Utt-
tar Pradesh and Haryana that it is defiled.

Most of the waters are drawn for power
generation, irrigation and drinking pur-
poses. At Tajewala, the Yamuna is divided
into the Western Yamuna Canal and the
Eastern Yamuna Canal for Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh. Thereafter, except for the
seasonal stream Som Nadi near Yamu-
nanagar and the heavily polluted river
Hindon near Greater Noida, the Yamuna
flows as a drain, carrying waste water
fromcities. _ .

At Etawah, the Chambal, which has

escaped human assault due to the terrain, ;-

provides a new lease of life to the Yamuna.
“Yamuna’s journey is a sad story of neg-
lect and plunder but with a moral —
respect the river as a living entity, allow it
to retain some of its rightful share so it
flows with dignity.and see it bestow upon
you bountiful gains,” he says.

Manoj Misra of the Yamuna Jiye

Abhiyaan says requirements should be

designed around what we have through

social engineering aided by technical’

measures like sewage treatment plants.
The focus so far has been on sewage
treatment but one of the key recommen-
dations of those working on the ground
has been to shift to socio-centric method-
ology. Criticising the Environment Min-

Istry for its “business-as-usual and pass-

ing-the-buck approach” towards the
pollution in rivers, a parliamentary panel
recently recommended that institutes of
social sciences should be involved in the

. clean-up plans along with IITS.
- Under the National Ganga River Basin *

Authority (NGBRA), a Ganga river basin
management plan (GRBMP) is being pre-
pared by the Consortium of the Indian
Institutes of Technology. The Supreme
Court had recently asked the IITs to
explore options to.check the growing pol-
lution in the Yamuna, However, the panel
says unless the flow of the river is main-

tained at a reascnable level, no effort will -

be successful. It has asked the govem-
ment to first ensure the flow is not dis-
turbed or blocked and take steps to stop

- encroachment and, illegal commercial -
activities in the catchment areas. It has ,

also asked.the Centre to play a more

proactive. role while coordinating with..
state. governments.: It's ‘another matter;;

'is flowing while in the Ganga, the situa-

the NGRBA has not met in months. *

Misra say$, “The authorities think IITs
have all the wisdom. Those working at the
ground level have also been unable to
make themselves heard. The IITs may
attract bright minds but they cannot claim
to have all the wisdom.-It is the people”
working with the rivers on the ground
who know where the problem lies. The
reason why the Yamuna, which flows like

. adirty dramtxllAgra revives fo contribute

60 per cent of the flow at Sangam is
because its fributaries retair their identi-
ty in the absence of ma.]or industrial clus-

ters along their course.”

Experts say for a healthy river, it is
essential 70 per cent of the waters must
flowinthe nver at all times. “You must not
extract more than 30 per cent from a river
and it should not be thrown back in any
form. In the Yamuna, not even 3 pet cent

tion is only slightly better,” he claims.

A plpedream !

. Water is needed for agricultural, mdustn-

al and domestie purposes, and so main-
taining the ideal flow may not be easy.

. Conservationists say even treated sewage

should not be pumped back into rivers.
“For glacial rivers like the Ganga and

Yamuna, the greatest need for a reason-

able flow is during the lean season

-between February and June. After mon-

soon, the flow gets reduced to a trickle
around November and by February, noth-
ing much i 1s left in the river. If you take
even that away, how can it survive?” Mis-
ra asks. Thé waters are being diverted for -
more and more schemes like canals and~
- projects for nore and more cities to fulfill .;

pol.l promises, he adds.

: {
Rationing, recycling -
The government needs to turn consumers
— the industry, farmers and city urban .

-dwellers — into conservators. The waters

help to sustain biediversity and recharge
ground water. The industry should be told
water is limited and it should be used judi-
cially. Farmers should be asked to recycle
it and employ sustaigable practices,
besides opting for crops that do not °
require huge amounts of water. People
should be encouraged to ration water.
“The authorities should use integrated
water sources like lakes'and rainwater to
create a win-win situation for all. Till taps
are flowing, people will not understand
the need to harvest rainwater The
absence of relevant laws and political
compulsions in states like Punjab and

. Haryana to provide free power is com-

pounding the problem,” says Singh.
Wastewater should be recycled and giv- -
en to the industry for keeping campuses
green. Treated sewage can be used in agri-
culture, Rashtrapati Bhawan uses this

.water for its lawns. The system can be
) replicated in the rest of Delhi.

Action plan

Action plans focus on sewage treatment
rather than ensuring ecological security of
rivers as an ecosystem. “The pollution
control measures of the Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Forests (MoEF) have failed
to deliver as municipal authorities report
to the Urban Development Ministry. The
. MoEF should review river consérvation
programmes and surrender pollution con-
+1rol fo the relevant ministries,” says Misra. . s

it b el '

Kumbh mystique now draws Harvard dons

Academics Intrigued By
Mela’s Size, Dynamics

Praveen Dass | Tan

pilgrims, ash-smeared

ascetics, doe-eyed star-
lets and wide-eyed tourists
that usually flock to the Ma-
hakumbhMelain Allahabad,
there isanew classof visitors
the religious gathering has
attracted this year: academ-
ics and students from Har-
vard University.

Intrigued by the sheer
scale and complex dynamics
of the mela, a group of top
Harvarddons have been quiet-

1 esides the millions of

ly working on a big multi-dis-
ciplinary project to study its
various aspects. The effort,
dubbed ‘Mapping India’s
Kumbh Mela’, isunderpinned
by the desire to figure out just
how tens of millions of Indi-
ans gather peacefully in one
spot to celebrate this aneient
riteof religious passage.
“There’sno doubt that the
melaisanincredible, even as-
tonishing, human undertak-
ing. Just the organizational
logistics involved in manag-
ing somany people over a few
monthsin one spot is tremen-

ONE FORTHE THESIS: Studems at work at the KumbhMela

dous. Our project seeks toun-
derstand this unique phe-
nomenon better,” says Diana
Eck, a key faculty member as-
sociated with the project.
Eck’s students will exam-
ine various rituals, group-

ings and traditions as well as
theslow-bubblingsenseof en-
vironmental awareness she
termsthe ‘Green Kumbh'.
Tarun Khanna of Harvard
Business School is fascinated
by the temporary township —

he calls it a ‘pop-up megacity’
—thatspringsuponthebanks
of the converging rivers. It is
spread over 1,840 hectares this
year “To make an inexact but
useful comparison, consider
how large, bustling cities like
Istanbul or Lagos took several
decades to go from popula-
tions of 1million to 10 million.
At the Kumbh, it’s quite amaz-
ing toobserve such speedy mi-
gration into a city like this. It
makes for a unique, rapidly
moving laboratory — and of-
fersusaspecialopportunity to
study everything from the
process of organization to the
mnterplay of commerce and
technology” he says.

»Biggest database, P 21



0XFORD COLLEGE
SUED OVER USING
WEALTH ‘MERIT
FOR APPLICANTS

Daniel Boffey

o |etters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: An Oxford college is
being sued for discriminating
against poorer students apply-
ing to study for postgraduate
courses. St Hugh's, which was
founded in 1886, is being taken
to court for choosing applicants
not just on academic merit, but
also on their ability to prove they
can pay tens of thousands of
pounds for tuition fees and oth-
erc living expenses.

It is claimed that, along with
other Oxford colleges, St Hugh's
is "selecting by wealth" in ask-
ing students with a conditional
place at the university to demon-
strate that they hold funds to
cover tuition fees, plus at least
£12,900 a year for living costs.
The university refuses to take
into account projected earnings
from students who plan to carry
out paid work during their
course and has only one means-
tested scholarship available.

Legal papers submitted by
Damien Shannon, 26, who was
barred from taking up a place
that he won to study economic
history because he did not have
access to a total of over £21,000
for fees and living costs, said:

This month leaders at 11 uni-
versities told the Observer of
their concerns about the social-
ly divisive impact of rising
tuition fees in response to teach-
ing grant cuts and a lack of
finance for prospective post-
graduate students.

Business Line ND p.3
20/01/2013

ITT-B grads
get 10% jump
in salary offers

Deepa Nalr

Nivedita Ganguly

Mumbai, Jan. 19
Students of the prestigious In-
dian Institute of Technology-
Bombay (I1T-B) have got a 10
per cent jump in offered sala-
ries despite the global eco-
nomic slowdown.

Last year, 65 firms offered
salary packages of over Rs 9.5
lakh a year, 43 firms offered
between Rs 8 lakh and Rs 9.5
lakh and 61 companies offered
packages between Rs 5 lakh
and Rs 6.5 lakh. This year , the
salary packages offered have
been higher, said S. K. Mehta,
Assistant Placement Officer,
IIT-B. B

100 COMPANIES
“Recruiters have already made
around 900 offers to about 880
students so far, Around 600
students have yet to get
placed,” Mehta said.

More than 100 companies
are expected to visit the cam-
pus in the ongoing second
phase of placements at the
IIT-B. The first phase that
started oh Deéember 1 saw
over 240 companies making
job offers.

Analytics, consulting, edu-
cation, engineering and proc-
essing, finance, FMCG,
IT/Software have been the
main industry verticals hiring
students.

Boston~ Consulting Group,
McKinsey, Deutsche Banﬁ,
Goldman Sachs, Schlumberg-
er, Morgan Stanley, Samsung,
Google, Sony, Credit Suisse,
Amazon, Adobe, Oracle, Ya-
hoo, LinkedIn, Twitter Inc and
digital marketing company
Rocket Fuel have hired
students.

SOME OPT OUT

“While two companies in the
engineering and technology
sector offered maximum jobs,
10 in the finance sector have
offered 90 jobs. Offers from
the finance sector have also in-
creased compared to last
year,” Mehta added.

Around 25 per cent of the
students did not sit for place-
ments this year.

“A few of them may be look-
ing to become entrepreneurs
and starting their own ven-
tures, some others may go for

igher studies or may have
other career plans” said
Mehta. :

deepa.nair

@thehindu.co.in

nivedita.ganguly

@thehindu.co.in
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DEEP UNDER ANTARCT!]

Indian Express ND 20-Jan-13
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LOOKING FOR SIGNS OF LIFE

-+ JAMES GORMAN

HREE major scientific
projects set out this
season to seek evi-
dence of life in lakes
deep under the
Antarctic ice—evidence that
could provide clues in the search
for evidence of life elsewhere in
the solar system, perhaps in
Mars’ past, or even now under
the surface of Enceladus, one of
Saturn’s moons. But only one of
the projects, a $10 million expe-
dition from US, has a chance of
identifying long-hidden mi.

AUS pro;ectthat has set out to drill into a lake under the Antarctic ice could yield surprises

mile below a glacier called the
Whillans Ice Stream and will
analyse samples on the spot in a
field laboratory. An announce-
ment of what it finds could come
in the next few weeks.

John C. Priscu of Montana
State University, leader of the
project, said there was no guaran-
tee. “We don't know; there are go-
ing to be surprises,” he said in a
conference call in December with
the two other members of the
Pproject’s executive committee,
Ross D. Powell of Northern Illi<
nois University, and Slawek Tu-
laczyk of the University of Califor-
nia, Santa, Cruz. Priscu and

crobes before the weather on Lh!*h’mlaczykwm geiting ready o fly
frigid continent puts an end td¥;" fo'Antarctica; Powell was already

drilling in about a month. at McMurdo Station, the US sci-
One of the projects, a British  entific base there.
effort, ran into technical trouble Priscu is hopeful, he said,

and had to be called off for this
season. An expedition from Rus-
sia will be returning samples to be
analysed later.The US effort, fi-
nanced by three federal agencies
and a private foundation, is about
to start drilling into a lake half a

given that “10 years of circum-

" stantial evidence” suggest that

“there should be a viable micro-
bial community that's living in the
dark and the cold.” The project is
called WISSARD, for Whillans Ice
Stream Subglacial Access Re-

The Wissard team will drill through a half mile of ice to reach the
subglacial lake and look for signs of microbial life

search Drilling.

Both the Russian and British
projects aimed to reach waters
under two or more miles of ice,
Lake Whillans lies under a half-
mile of ice. For all three, there is

1o sun to power living cells, only
minerals and heat from the
earth’s interior. While life is
known to survive in the deep
ocean without photosynthesis,
nothing like these cold, freshwater

depths have ever been explored.
Robin Bell, a senior research sci-
entist at Columbia University’s
Lamont-Doherty Earth Observa-
tory, who studies the behaviour of
ice sheets with radar and other

keeps flowing, eventually reach-
ing the ocean. Priscu said that
while the water in Lake Vostok
'was replaced about every 10,000
years, and the water in Lake
Ellsworth every 700 years or so,

hni id the subgl

saif

rate for Lake

Antarctic lakes hold “whole
ecosystems that have never really
been looked at.” Chris McKay, an
astrobiologist at NASA Ames Re-
search Center, said exploring ex-
treme environments offered prac-
tical lessons for efforts on other
planets.

The Lake Whillans research is
also aimed at understanding the
flow of water beneath glaciers

'into the Southern Ocean and the
rate of melting of Antarctic ice,’

which could provide important
information for climate studies.
The lake itself is different from
those studied by other projects. It
is smaller and not as deep, and is
replenished more quickly from
other water sources under the
Antarcticice shelf. Itisabasinina
subglacial river where water ac-
cumulates to form a lake but

Whlllans was more on the order
ofadecade.

The scientific approach is dif-
ferent as well. The WISSARD
project involves the use of a re-
mote torpedo-shaped  sub-

1f

he said, but the nearly 400 known
buried lakes affect the movement
of ice above them. They can serve
asa kind of lubricant between the
mountains and valleys of the
Antarctic continent’s land mass,
and the vast amounts of ice under
which itis buried.

The WISSARD team will also
be taking samples from the sedi-
ments at the bottom of the lake,
to look for living microbes or
chemxcal evndence of past activ-

mersible, about tv d
feet long. It will operate on a
tether about a mile long and will
be used to map,the three-dimen-
sional space of the underground
lake, including its inlets and out-

lets. Tulaczyk'said that under-

standing the shape of the lake,
and how the water moves in and
out, is important for knowing
how and why the glaciers above
these deep lakes move, “why
parts of Antarctica are gaining,
and others losing” ice cover.
Glaciologists have a good un-
derstanding of how the ice sheets

on the surface of Antarctica move,
.

ity. may, for
instance, be changing the mineral
composition of the water, freeing
iron that then flows into the
ocean around Antarctica.

The project involved not only
developing and testing a hot-wa-
ter drill with a filtering system to
prevent contamination of the
buried lake, but transporting the
drill—along with the submersible
and a laboratory capable of on-
site analysis of water and sedi-
ment samples—over 500 miles of
ice, from McMurdo Station to the
Lake Whillans site.

NYT
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HT Amritsar

= Ved Prakash

UGC GETS CHIEF
AFTER 2-YR WAIT

NEW DELHI: India’s apex
higher education
regulator, the University
Grants Commission,

has a new chief after two
years, with the Centre
picking acting chairman
Ved Prakash for the
panel’s top job. HTC
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IIT studies pollution at Metfro stations

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Are you
breathing polluted air in the
underground Metro? This
is precisely what the Indian
Institute of Technology (IIT)
Dethi is trying to find out,
Are the tens and thousands
of commuters inhaling pol-
luted air and what impact
will this have on their health?

The IIT's civil engineer-
ing department and the
Delhi Metro Rail Corpora-
tion (DMRC) have under-
taken the study to find out
the levels of pollutants in the
air at the Patel Chowk and
Chandni Chowk stations,
The IIT will also formulate
an indoor air quality moni-
toring protocol - the mini-
mum air quality limits - for
Delhi Metro stations and
precautionary measures to
be taken.

Metros across the world
have such standards and the
moment the pollution level
crosses the minimum limit,
automatic measures come
into effect to neutralise the
rising level. “Through the
study we want to know the
level of pollution at under-
ground Delhi metro sta-
tions, Mukesh Khare, the

IIT professor heading the-

+ project, said.

‘Every day, hundreds of
thousands of people com-
mute by the Metro and
sometimes all of us must
have felt nauseating and
suffocating while stand-
ing at a station or inside a
train. A drop in oxygen lev-

DMRC TO CONSTRUCT SUBWAY IN WEST DELHI

NEW DELHI: Delhi Metro will construct an underground subway across the bglsy Pankha Road in west Delhito -
connedt one of ifs proposed station under Phase-111 with localities on the other side of the road. The subway wauld
come up near the Dabri Mor circle on the left side of Pankha Roud moving fowprds Delhi Cantonment, ennblmg
entry 1o the proposed Dabri Mor station from both sides of Pankha Road.

‘The Dabri Mor Metro stotion will be construded just adjacent to the Junukpuri (2D area on DDA [und The subwuy
will connect the station with localities such as Sitapuri, Dabri Mor Poilce Sf(mun, Sugurpur efcon the other s:de of

Pankha Road, a DMRC spokesman said, :
The station is part of the Janakpuri- Botamtal Garden corridor undef the Phuse mn, - W
He said the subway will be an architectural landmark as it-will be built without hampering 1he construmon uf u
flyover which will be right above it ot ahelghi of 9.77 mirs from road level, i :

‘It will alse pass below the existing drain on Pankha Road and the Metro tunnél will come up below the suhwuy ut

a depth of 17.05 mtrs from road level. An innovative technology known as *hox pushing’ will be used to construct

this subway. In the use of this technology, vertical excavation or large scale d:ggang is nof required, the spokesmun 7
said. Apart from Metro commuters, general public intending to cross the busy%!’unkhu Road wnll ulso be able to use-

this subway os it will be in the unpaid area of the Metro station. -~ §~ B R

els and poor air circulation
are among the main reasons
for this, Khare pointed out.
An IIT team has placed air
monitoring instruments at
the two stations and data
is being collected at differ-
ent time periods - peak and
non-peak hours,

‘We will collect the data
of the quality of air at two
stations for a year. Atunder-
ground stations air is circu-
lated by the air conditioning
system but most of the time,
its periodic maintenance is
not done, which adds to the
problem,; said Khare.

“The air-conditioning
system takes air from out-

side and circulates it inside.
The air in Delhi is very pol-
luted and it is for sure that
the air circulated is also pol-
luted; he added. The final
results of the study will be
available only in 2015 as
analysis of data will take
about two years.

However, if anything
alarming or significant
emerges during the study
period, this will be looked
into, 2a DMRC official said.

Khare said that former
DMRC chairman E. Sreed-
haran had shown interest in
initiating the project but it
was commissioned by pres-
ent chief Mangu Singh.

About the basis of select-
ing the stations for the study,
the professor said they were
looking for those with high
and low footfalls. This led
them to select Patel Chowk,
which sees a low turn-out,
and Chandni Chowk, which
leads to the walled city mar-
ket and attracts shoppers
and tourists. -

‘Chandni Chowk has
very high footfalls and many
businessmen also travel on
this route while Patel Chowk
gets fewer footfalls, Khare
said. He said through the
study people will get to
know about the air they
inhale at underground and

its impact on their health, At
present 43 km of the 193-km
system is underground.

The study is important
as with the completion of
Phase-III in 2016, DMRC
would cover almost 70 per
cent of Delhi. This line will
be a combination of elevated
(95 km) and underground
(45 km) tracks.

“The study will help in
assessing the pollution lev-
¢ls at Metro stations and the
precautionary measures to
be taken, a Delhi Metro offi-
cial said. Delhi Metro makes
over 2,700 trips a day and
ferries around 1.8 million
passengers on weekdays.
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Pollution check at Metro stns by I'T

New Delhi:IIT Delhi’s civil en-
gineering department and the
Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) have undertaken' a
study to find out the levels of
pollutants in the air at the Patel
Chowk and Chandni Chowk
stations.

T will also formulate an
indoor air quality monitoring
protocol - the minimum air
quality limits - for Delhi Metro
stations and precautionary

Financial Chronicle ND 21/01/2013

measures tobe taken.

Air monitoring instru-
ments have been placed at the
two stations and data is being
collected at both peak and non-
peak hours.

. “We will collect data for a
year At underground stations
air is cirenlated by the air con-
ditioning system, but, -mostly
its periodic maintenance isnot
done, which leads to passen-

gers sometimes feeling nau-

P-10

seous and suffocated ,” said
Mukesh Khare, the IIT profes-
sor heading the project.

The final resulis of the
study will be available only in
2015. However, if anything sig-
nificantemerges during the pe-
riod, it will be looked into, a
DMRC official said.

The study is important as
with the completion of Phase-
IT in 2016, DMRC would cover
almost 70 percent of Delhi. e

Govt to roll out red carpet for top Indlan scientists Workmg abroad

Press TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi

SEEKING to

inspire  re-
searchers, government plans to

" roll out the red carpet to attract
top Indian scientists working
abroad to spend some time in in-
stitutions in New Delhi.

As per the plans, such ‘very
high quality’ scientists would be
offered an annual remuneration
of $1,00,000 (approx Rs 55 lakh)
in addition to fully furnished ac-
commodation and relocation ex-
penses for a minimum of one and
upto three years in India.

Planning commission deputy
chairman  Montek  Singh
Ahluwalia has mooted this pro-
posal in a ‘conceptual note’ cir-
culated to secretaries of scientific
departments of the government.

Ahluwalia has called a meet-
ing of secretaries of science de-
partment on Tuesday to discuss
the proposal to set up new ‘Na-
tional Jawaharlal Nehru Science
Fellowships’, as the scheme is to
be called.

The fellowships would be “of-
fered to selected scientists who
have achieved a degree of inter-
national distinction in areas of
scientific research that corre-
spond to our national priorities”,
says the note circulated by the
Plan panel.

The selected candidates
could be approached to ascer-
tain their interest in taking up
the fellowship, which could be
for a minimum of one year and
up to three years, it said.

Officials said China had imple-
mented a similar scheme and had

REAPING BENEFITS: National Jawaharlal Nehru Science Fellowships to be

‘ offered to‘very high quality’ scientists with annual

succeeded in attracting over
1,000 of their scientists working be given an option to take up the
abroad to return to their home- fellowship at a time of thejr
land for varying periods of time. choosing but within three years of

of $1,00,000

their selection.

The note said that' mjectmg
top class scientists into our insti-
tutions would have many advan-
tages in terms of a positive im-
pact on research and also moti-
vate younger scientists. .

" The note said that a set of na-

tional institutions keen to host
such scientists could be pre-se-
lected on the basis of quality.

These professors would not
be on the staff of the institutions
and would be paid for directly by
the centre.

“An annual remuneration of
$1,00,000 or even more in some
cases, plus fully furnished ac-

. commodation plus some reloca-
Once selected, scientists may

tion expenses could be consid-
ered,” the note said.
The professors thus selected
.would also have access to re-
. - 5

search support grant, part of
which would go to the institu-

tion to cover the cost of research
infrastructure.

They may also have the op-
tion to hire up to two research .
scholars, of their choice, to work
with them. Australia, too, has .
come out with a similar scheme
that provided positions at three
times the normal remuneration
for top class Australian scientists
working abroad, they said.

The Plan Panel proposes to se- .
lect 25 scientists under the
scheme to begin with, as a pilot
project. It plans to increase it in
stages to 100 scientists. The plan-
ning commission also hopes to
rope in companies in the scheme
allowing them offer such scholar-
ships and let the scientists be as-
sociated with their laboratories,
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PUBLIC HEALTH
PROJECT

Vatsala Shrangt/TNN

After the Masters programme in mathematics educa- |

tion, a joint-degree programme initiated by Delhi
University (DU) and Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) University,
under the Meta university concept has commenced: The
next project in the pipeline is public heaith. The pro- -
gramme is expected to start in July 2013 in the new ses-
sion. Jamia will be initiating the project in pubtic health,
in which all the four Meta universities, including Jawa- |
harlal Nehru University (JNU) and Indian Institute of
Technology (IT})-Delhi, will be participating. “It willbe a -
two-year (four-semester) Masters degree programme. We
will be organising a meeting to discuss the structure of
the course this month,” says SM Sajid, registrar, JML
The course will be designed in a manner that students
can be located at each institution for a semester, while
faculty will be on the move. “The programme will be an
inter-disciplinary programme, which will have elements
from various disciplines,” informs Sajid.
> For full story, click on ‘Degree’ under ‘Courses’ on
. www.aducationntimas rom
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Robotics Championship to begin

The National Robotics Championship 2013, an
IIT Kharagpur inititive, will begin on Monday at
Park College of Engineering and Technology
(PCET) on the outskirts of Coimbatore.

HT Indore
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50-metre-tall Skywalk Clock

Amrita U Kadam

= amrita.kadam@hindustantimes.com

INDORE: Think of Indian Institute
of Management, Indore (IIM-
I) and you have picture of an
aesthetically done circular sand-
stone building on the top of a hill-
ock. Fast forward to the future by
eighteen months and this image
would probably be taken over
by that of a clock tower, which
is proposed to be built on the
campus.

The design of the Skywalk
Clock Tower has been inspired
by the Bandra-Worli Sea Link
(BWSL) in Mumbai, officially
called Rajiv Gandhi Sea Link
(see picture). It would have
cable-stayed skywalk, including a
50-metre-tall tower with a hang-
ing bridge of nearly 160 metres.

With an investment of Rs
105 crore in the fifth phase, IIM
Indore would set up a hostel for
IPM students, a Skywalk with
Clock Tower, administration
building, 30 faculty residences,
12 apartments for visiting faculty,
main gate and allied services.

Groundbreaking ceremony
to mark the beginning of the
construction project was held
at site in [IM Indore campus at
the foot of Prabhand Shikhar Rau
on Saturday.

Talking to the media after the
pooja, director of the institute
N Ravichandran said, “We need
accommodation for 600 stu-
dents of Integrated Programme
of Management so this phase
would take care of a hostel for
them. We also plan to recruit
more faculty members and take
the number from 50 to 80 and
hence we need to have 30 more
residences for them.”

He added that the faculty
quarters would be in a multi-
storeyed building with four flats
on each floor. The administrative
office would be shifted into one

=Director N Ravi

; '-w—- = o 2 iy
chandran and other senior faculty members at the

=SS

ceremony to mark construction of the Skywalk Clock Tower at [IM-1.

new building, which would be
constructed now. There would
be 12 new apartments for the
visiting faculty.

“We would also have a Clock
Tower with skywalk. Many
well- known colleges are known
by the clock towers, we want
[IM- I to have such structure
which become alandmark,” said
Ravichandran.

This construction has sev-
eral inter-connected initiatives,

whichinclude recruitment of fac-
ulty, expansion of student intake
capacity, establishing centres
in other parts of India as well
as abroad and introducing new
programmes ensuring quality
education, and increasing intel-
lectual competency of IIM Indore
said the director.

The institute currently has
infrastructure for a batch size
of 450 students of Post Graduate
Programme and 120 students of

Tower to come up at IIM-Indore

= A representation of sports
complex and proposed tower
at lIM-Indore.

the Integrated Programme in
Management (IPM), hostel for
doctoral programme students,
additional space for executive
participants, lectures halls, class
rooms, faculty houses, 18 staff
accommodations, a state-of-the-
art sports complex, a 820-seat
auditorium and other campus
amenities like a medical centre,
shopping complex ete.

In addition to this, campus
development work covering
the extension of children park,
renovation of boundary wall, sur-
veillance road, skywalk, covered
parking, baby swimming pool,
watchtowers, tennis court, plas-
tering and painting on existing
buildings will also be undertaken
at an estimated cost of Rs 1513
crore. This work is slated to get
over in next eight months.
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POLICE TO FIGHT
NAXAL LURE
WITH [ITIANS

HT Correspondent

= letters@hindustantimes.com
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PATNA: The efficacy of equcation
in weaning away youth from left
wing extremism is being put to
test in Maoist-affected Rohtas
district of south-western Bihar.

A group of 1ITiand joined
hands with the Rohtas police to
impart free coaching to students
from about 30 villages in
Nauhatta block of the district,
a hotbed of naxal activity

The students will be poached
in a wide range of tions.
The list of programmes on the
anvil include those oriented to __
secondary, higher secnndary,
medical and engmeermg exam-
inations.

“About 800 studen!l:s from
some of the poorest areas had
already enrolled for the ¢oaching
programmes”, said Rohtas SP.
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By Neha Pushkarna in New Delhi
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taking a class, will introduce Harvard professor Michael Sander’s Inaugural lecture
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A LECTURE to be held at Delhi
University on Wednesday will be
witnessed in at least 500 universities
and colleges across the country.

This public lecture is going to be the
first grand showcase of the much-
awaited National Knowledge Network
creafed by the government to connect
all educational institutions.

DU plans to use the network to initiate
academic cooperation with other insti-
tutes in the country by sharing content
and expertise.

Professor Michael Sandel from Harvard
University will speak on ‘Democratising
Information, Justice, Equality and the
Rule of Law’ from the convention hall of
the Vice-Regal Lodge at North Campus.
Students, faculty members and the public
will be able to pose live questions and take
part in the discussion, geographical barri-

Tapping into
anetwork for

ers notwithstanding,

“We have done trials earlier but
this 1s an official launch of the
network,” professor Dinesh
Singh, vice-chancellor of DU,
who will deliver an introductory
address before the lecture, said.

The institutions linked to the
network include IIT-Delhi, IIT-

Bombay, IIT-Madras, ITT-Kanpur, -

To be launched
oh Wednesday
L e e B B T

Indian Institute of Science at
Bangalore, NITs at Bhubanesh-
war, Patna, Silchar and IISER
Pune, Bhopal, Kolkata and
Thiruvananthapuram.

“All parts of the country are
being covered in this network.
While these institutions have
been linked to the network, the
lecture will be open to the public
and the global audience through
a webcast,” a DU official said,

He added that about 20 insti-

- # Recommended by Natlonal
1 Knowledge Commission .
T constltuted by PM in 2005 to
; bulld knowledge economy _

. MAll educational institutions .

:to be connected to a local -+

; Imternet connectlon to share.
academic content " .
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tutions will be linked in a dual
mode. “It means that the audi-
ence will have the facility to ask
questions during the interactive
session,” he said,

For all others, there will be a
facility of sending questions
through the Twitter handle of
Sam Pitroda, adviser to the
Prime Minister, who is also the
architect of the National Knowl-
edge Commission.

W Sam Pitroda and Harvard o
professor Michael Sandel to

launch NKN on Wednesday . - . ‘

‘W Network to be used for |
Meta University by DUand

Jamia, to Be also connected
with JNU a?q IIT-Delhi later.
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The creation of the National
Knowledge Network was one of
the recommendations of the
NKC cemmissioned by PM Man-
mohan Singh in 2005 to suggest
ways to build a knowledge econ-
omy. As part of the network, an
Internet connect is provided to
every educationa!l institution
bringing all of them under a local
network. Such an arrangement
will now enable seamless sharing

‘elite’ lessons

~THE NATIONAL KNOWLEDGE NETWORK

of academic content.

At DU, the network will how be
used to connect with institu-
tions such as IITs and other uni-
versities in the city.

“We are planning to use the
network in two to three major
ways. I am in talks with IIT-
Bombay which has a well-known
robotics department. The fac-
ulty there will help us with our
robaotics centre at DU’s Cluster
Innovation Centre. The courses
there will be routed through the
National Knowledge Network,”
professor Singh said.

He added that he was also try-
Ing to tie up with a faculty mem-
ber in the mathematics depart-
ment for math edueation in DU,

“The Meta University set up by
DU and Jamia Millia Islamia will
also use this network,” he said.

The varsity is also ready to help
out other institutes by sharing
its video lectures, e-text and
audio content on the network.



